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THE NATURE OF THE
FATIMID ACHIEVEM

1CUSTAV E. VON GRUNEBAUM

In the third ook of his Bheturic Arist
of the scor Epimenides, u Cretan who
had been

in which he has fou rivals hich noes tht
Epimenides “used to divine, not the future, but

forgotten causes of pollution, of puinful cpisodes

in the relations botwecn gods and men, between

gods and state, Fplmemde: allowed disturbance
b y

bs prged. H. esteblished sertitude where doubt
had wrought its ravages, and we may suspect
that he helped legitimize the aspirations of (he
commaunities who sought his counsel.

The historian’s role is not always alicn to sucll
 mission, in fact, under pressure of community
ambition and communily conscience, it is st
times almost frighteningly akin to it, lending
itself as it does to the same therapeutic abuse as
the diagnoses of the ancient seer. For, to borrow
& phrase from the romantic philosapher-poet
Novalis (1772-1801), is it not true that fuith or
certitude, Glaube, is “effect of the will on the
intellect"1? And may this insight not be enlarged
%o read? that frequently even convictions of &
theoretical nature are pre
effect on the intellect of Lhe
more 30, on the collective will?

It is appropriate to recall this relation between
drive and justification, action wnd supporting
ideology in partial explanation of eertuin weak-
nessesof the historian's work, especialy in periods
of incipient or dirccted chang i
fitting when it comes to examining the nature of
& movement and rule such as the Filimid state
whose rise was spurred by a sense of its bringing
in o new world, of representing and hence creating
& new human condition, of the replacing of a worn
time texturs by & freshly woven and meta
physically superior fubric. Before sinking buck
to becoming little more thun yet another revolution
that half failed where it half succeeded, yet another
political achievement whose first hour was tv be
its finest, yet another religious leap aheud thut
froze in mid-air and left people with the sumo
sempiternal longing for w renissance that would
chango them rather than their politieal situation
(hopo having fuiled for an inner recastin
an outwurd one), in short, before
the commonpluce of nge-okd
Fitimids ol been o hat diside hetaeen the




onal and the in - our sense mods

2 writer, und poli-
iun, Arnold Ruge (1802-1840), had described
with reference to his ow
we reach but in istory. .
ion ben pufm:lv.d. not in Goethe
that of poetry, nor in Hegel that of philasaphy;
80 far from Leing the end of the spirit, they have,
quite to the contrary, their greatest honor in the
fact that they are the beginning of a now unfold-
ing"t Replaced in languuge more in hurmony
with our own phrascology : the great achicvements
are no longer viewed as culininntions of whnt
proceded but rather as starting points of progress
yet to come.

In 969, an army under Djawhar, in o well-
prepared campnign condueted, as it tuned out,
against practically no resistance, conguered Euypt
from the West for Djuwhar's master, the Fitimid
ruler of lfrigiya, al-Mu'izz, the third successor
of “the “Ubaydallih, who exactly sixty years
r had dethroned the Aghlsbids. The régime
established by Djawhar's troops and consolidated
four years later by the trunsfer of the dynasty
from Mahdiyya to Cuiro was to last for two
hundred and two years. 1t remained throughout
the rule of & small minority who were essentially
foreigners in Egypt, although the Fatimids
themselves soon Lecame’ Egyp
true that the Fatimids, even before entering Egyp
hud identified themsclves as Arabs and sought
support from such Arab “national” fecling as
did exist; at the same time, the core of (heir
troops was Berber and, to the end, the core of
their soldiery, bond or free, came info Egypt
from abroad. Their hold on Ifiigiya and Sicily
crumbled in the third generation but without
weakening their control over their new power
base. Egypt had been ruled by a series of rulers
and dynasties of alicn extraction but never before
had a power system like a nomad tribe struck
tent in one country, many hundreds of miles
away, and established itself again as permanent
settlers in the Nile Valley.

The suggestivencss of cvents, the aceeptance
commandeered by the fait accompli ure such that
the bizarrerie of Uhe development is lost on us.
unless we make & special effort to recapture it.
To account for the fucts is less difficult than
might seom at first blush, given the peafection
of the centralized wi i 1hnt
would continne in large mea
effectivencss regardless of the directing hand
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(und which
i), nnd
of medieval politieal structures where power
wus coneentrated in o relatively few wmsir or
fortresses (ocensionnlly, especially in Iran, fort.
rosses were lucnted in the countryside) fanning
out with varying strength into the interstitial

arcas. The conguest, of the centres conseguently
sealed the fute of & country, the possibilities
for guorrilla action notwithstanding, which,
cidentally, the more thorough cultivation of the
Delta provinces would have rendered more
difficult o sustain in the wnth contury than
it had been, for example, during the Egyption
resistance to Achuemenid rule.

To counteract the persuasivencss of the fact,
lent to
en historical sequence, to indicate their own
and their society's dissociation with the ideas
and forces that won the pust, historians have

s e

wrong, to demonstrate what ought to have hay-
pencd and why. But explanation, let alone simple
narration of past events, partakes inevitably
of the nature of “histori

society, of theodicy &5 el By contast. my
purpose is neither to accuse nor to defend, ncither
to conviet nor to acquit but to elucidate a number
of striking facets of the Fitimid and immediate
pre-Fitimid period with a view to bri
the lasting accomplishiment and to relate whatever
cultural results do count with political structure.
if indeed a meaningful relation between these two
realm can be established or claimed with some
probability.

In sssessing or even in merely portraying any
sct, private or public, the decisive clements
are the options at the disposal of the agent. These
options sre never unlimited snd hardly ever are
they reduced to lcave open no more than one
«course of action. The intellectual and emotional
(as well as the sacial and economic) setting of an
particuler moment varics in the range it permits
%o cquivalent options and hence fo a choice of
decisions. At all times the options available are
contradictory; that is to say, remedial action, or
he condition to beleft untouchod or remedied. van
rensonably be conceived of in obedicncetodiflerent
strains of fuctors, in response to divergent mental
outlaoks and soforth. But.it s cortuin that from the
vantage point of both the contemporary and the
madern olserver the fourth contury of the Wijra
Tt more of its share of conteadictions, of meaning-
fol wnd in & sense equivalent options than did




throughout Arab Tslun the disuppointment with
the reslization of.the ideal hud Lecome too deep
0 be henled or only suspended by the customary

Sinee remed

uction could no longer seriously
be expected from above the century becume the
clussical age of conspiracy.

Conspiracy is defined by its extrulegal and
secretive character; the number of

by fuith and verified by perscention, to make uso
of wny snd all. Esotericism is retuined by the
shield of graded initi L but exclusivism i

ed by potential ut z‘n n of uny talent,
any rescntment, any devotion, as well as an
confusion, vindictiveness, and the urge 16 play at
‘mystification.

‘Although possibly unified at the highest lovel
organitntionally wnd ideologically, the conspiracy
was not one; individual groups acted if ot for,
ot any rate by, themselves; the interdependence
of poltical cenres-some alrady in the open,
others still and others the e

e

may vary; more often than not the conspirators
themselves form @ hierurchy and those most
prominent in execution sre rarely those most
directly responsible for programme and plan. We
tend to think of conspiracies as engincered by
small, tight-knit groupings whose motnulwn
is the adjustment or replaccment of a régime
whose inapproachability or whose .mmmm
allows trickery and violence as s last resort.
But major conspiracies will involve a large appe-
ratus of participants-thus for
Massacee of Saint Bartholomew (s
organized by legal authority against. the leader-
ship of what threatened to become a constitut

extralegal power), the conspiracy of Ca
the conspiracy of the outlawed National Sociulists
in Austria. leading to the attempted coup of July
25, 1934, and the assassination of the Federal
Chancelor. But for being backed by a government
beyond the Austrian borders the organizuti
of the outlawed Nazi party could serve as ty
example of » conspiracy that, under the surface
of official acquicscence, waits the moment of
overtum, ready with ideology, personnel, and
weapons, riddling the body politic with ambigui
and building sltogether & nearly self-sufficie
community within the larger community, mot
to sy @ state within the state. Such were the
Corbonori of the nineteenth century and such
were the Fitimids, only immensely more powerful
because of doctrine, gradation of initiates, inter-
notionsl outreach within the mamlakat al-istim
(lit., “the empire of Tslam"), and that peculiur
combination of bending to end enlisting local
grievance with an inflexible world view that
allowed & topering of truths e of Lruth and the
assumption of any disguise. For styl
conccalment, fagiyya (lt., “precaution”), would
never frustrute the clearly cnvisnged ultinute
end, but rather eonble the leader, with it
protected by mysery and legitimucy guurantecd

£S

organ of un imim become manifest-was never
t00 clear and certninly cannot have been patent
to the ordinary initiate even of the higher ranks.
So there was to all appearunces conspiracy within
the conspiracy, conspiracy also against conspirucy, -
the Sunni rulers and their dependents enmeshed
in semissecret, combat, propaganda, and police
action. To the contemporary, initiute and ad-
versary, the world had become one of natural
metamorphosis: the merchant across the way
might be the head of the Fatimid mission, the
passer-by s secrel, messenger, stirrings and quiet
would be equally suspect, double identity almost.
expected, and, to the outsider, the normal inse-
curity of tomorrow heightened by the uncanny
sense of direction and directedness he would

And in this he was right: direction and dircatedness
there were; where he might be mistaken was in
the estimate of the heretic's power; and by what
symptoms and signals was he to diognose its
rise, its extent, its recession?

Once it was realized-but by then the
no longer ruled-that the sectarians had nowhere
and never, except at specific points of concen-
tration, constituted a numerical majori

v
a3 long as the greater certainty hud been theirs,
the firmer and the more enthusiastic theirs faith,
the unquestioned knowledgo that they were the
bringers of a better truth and hence & better
world, & convietion half nccepted by those to be
dofeated and ruled before the battlo over wun
joined. The return of certuinty to the ndversury,
the holder of the older version of Islam, tho
member of the umma, “community,” of tho Right-
ly-Guided Caliph, the fi

the Shudow of
of His Elect, resided i
wnd the central clime
conviner the it follow ey

ne
did ot shake his

an



f Nix inaliennble ridht to victory over
the "AWisi impostor, but in the hattle of certuin
ties the vealitiosof numbers and resourees blended
in, und the needs of the ruler,
attimes with the mission of the wniversal imam.
1t i perhags argunble whether the ideologieal
conflicts underlying or accompunying the tran-
sition from ‘Umayyad to ‘Abbasid rule-Medi-
terranean  orientation, dominance of Arabism,
ragmatic” use of lglam v. orientation inward
and enstwnrd, equalization of politica) influence as
between Arabs and Iraiuns, rulership to be
vested in the fumily of the Prophet and justified
y Tslamization of public ife -presented themsclves
to the uncommitted as competing options between
two complete, normative images of the universe;
‘may Lo considored cortain that choosing between
“orthodoxy” or loyalism and entering the ranks of
the Khiridjites cntujled nothing of the kind
considering the absence, in Khiridjism, of any
umbition to construe & comprehensive rival view
of the world. By contrast, Jsm‘ilism represented
& genuine lternative, philosophically complete,
politieally propelled by a reasoned and intolerant
m, an imperial and, within the dar
lomain of Islam,” openly imperialistic

al-Jslam,
nspiration and the nuclear organization o realize

The advenary to be displaced was divided,
politically weak, with this weakness attributable
(0 its lupse from religious purity and correetness,
tinted by success and inted, too, by the
oprobriun of having et apprendly nesploied
the chances implicit in its pover
gher degree of collecive aanctifation, The
bankruptey,
its power dwindling to a myth that was being
used by military 3 from populations

for Eastern Shi‘ism and Eastorn polit
of the tenth century were Tugely wler Truinn
auspices, which Jeft U more self-consciomly Arul
seetion of those troubled with mnother decision to
ninke, nnother set of loyal to udjuet. Sumni
revival and the pssing of the Iraniun dominunce
coincided,  coincidence ll the more noleworthy
a8 the great intellcctoals as well os the great
statesmen'to whom the victory of the revival was
owed were of Tranian descent and mother fongue,
inl mobility may no doubt. be described, but
not defined, as a situntion of incrensed options and
of increased chances of suceess of “opting out” of
a given nexus of sacial relutionships, but it must
be udded that the possibility and therewith the
«compulsion to take up such options is to be con-
sidured comparable ith a furd ifiya, “commun-
ity obligation,” even though the contemporary
tends o see bhc commotion in terms of individual
doetrines and although the collective dlfﬁtuluu
are suffered through individually in countless
‘modifications. Two separable phenomens must be
identified ss such. One is the alteration of the
ion within (or the insertion into) the larger uni
of a well-defined outgroup. A collective decision
Jifted the Dailamites and hence potentially every

! renlition

cal . Ciro
body's control, including the rulers’, offered
compelling opportunities to an overscas merchant
class. Without indulgi a determinism that
lates human to termite socicty the shorteut

H

known as opportunity, quickly legi m.mx by the
pressure of st least, psycholoy
certain number of appropristely dlmsrd ..ua
Tocated individuals or small

as yet only incompletely intcgrated in the faith
ation of Islam. The Berber troops of the
ds were hardly superior in cultural so-
phistication to Dailamites and Turks but they
were removed from dircet contact with the dis-
illusioned poor and the precariously surviving
intelligentsia of Syria and Iraq, and there was &
purposcfuless about the Tomiil leudership, &
Darmony between-ides and action which was o be
vestared o the Sunf world only in the course of
tho dleventh century thanks to Hanbali intr

igenee, IR thealogical comolidation, nd Sljug

to rise 1o the challenge and “insitutio Im nw

special attitudes, mores, symbols, and myths. To
the individual and his immediste enviromment the
ption” is unsettling; it may be so also to society
in the short run, but with the process completed
and the new “estate” accepted into the schome of
the wonted its stabilizing effect becomes un-
able. That, processes of decline and dis-
integration mny be similarly described must not
be overlooked; the individual affcted, though, i

political 1 dent with and porhaps
Dryehologieally linked to the in
of

s under Mustu
The shrilly ndvertised Arabion of (he Fi
propugndn would sharpen the option for some;
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Tess likel; lml‘u\‘xns"upli«ns "
uite different the other varinnt : the possibility
for the individun) to transfer from one s\xml il
to unother. from one jurisdiction o
one status to another, mostly by allying himselfl




with another foe-.
ntralized
uthe:

power. The disintegration of
phal state in fractioning
+offe out” of impnsses
Joints for new starts,

« the Muslim e wnd in
fact freedom of = vement throughout the Muslim
domain for any £ its denizens hnd gone hand in
hand with the f.%ing of Abbisid authority. The
mamlakat al-Telze was, except for its fringes, o
vast self-cont complex of lands, in its inner
life und perpete.zion ulmost independent of its
shifting distributi-a among o varying number of
politicn] masters. Groupings were fluid ss con-
centration puints emerged und were submerged
aguin, and the ovements of the kaleidoscope
traced the outlizzs of ever lubile configurations;
the dependence vn one’s subcommunity, the
‘harshest obstack to mobility, was croded; and
survival as oftez 8s not wonld hinge on the
of uzertainty rather thun on finding
shelter behind t2 walls of the traditional setting
and in the statis al safety of the herd.

‘The propagands of the Tsm'ilis, famboyant in
its intellectual ioldness and political success,
promised sufety in s reconstituted universal
community, aloz: with u spiritual and economic
seizachtheia, *‘caz.ellation of debts,” and the hope
for o time of dif:rent texture. Here was the risk
of the moment: sIventurous service for the truth
and the reward <f an eternity almost certain to

protectors in xL~ service of the scttled, their
permanent dislcement over wide distances
(Kutima from Lrigiya into Egypt, Banii Hilal
from the edges of Egypt into the Moghreb, Turkish
tribes from Central Asia into the Fertile Crescent),
in & number of wuses their usurping of pow

these developments resulted, from the point of
view of the sedeztary and the townsmun which it
is difficult for tie modern observer of Islamic
civilization to repudiate, in o deepening of un-
certaintics, in

ful fears, in the precarious
but hardly in

ption.” One had to become
accustomed to el rulership in urban concentra-
tione:
B

the Mindirids, the Uqylids, tho Al
in soutker Palesting were fuctors for the

« bondred years the
ing to move enstward
sgain. The dew-aposition of the caliphate, the

frailty of the defenses in the marches, the
tricacies of “internationnl” politics wi
al-Islim permitted u newly aggressive Byzantium
to udvunce. The whittling away at their western-
inost bustions dismayed the Muslim populntion of
the interior but did not impress it sufficiently to
force a change of direction on their rulers. Nor for
thut matter did it put an eud to travel and trade
or cultural exchanges, the borderlines being both
traversed by the merehunt and circumvented by
the usc of the sea lnes.

Tt is remurkable that the faltering on the By-
zantine borders followed shortly on the consolida-
tion of Muslim political self-consciousness us this is
expressedl in the concept of the mamlakal al-slim,
the center of the civilized world and hence ¢o ipso
its most civilized and unquestionbly normative
port. The Muslim hud become aware of his
particulority: in his mores, und their theological
foundation and summation as an ethics und in his
approaches and procedurcs. Heightened awareness
had engendered a greater sense of distunce from the
alien, and more especially of the alien outside the
manlaka, Value judgment came more readily to
mind and tongue and after the lony process of
observing, borrowing, refraining from the tempting
identification of the bizarre with the inferior, not
t0 say the evil, and of the hubitual with resson
and virtue, Muslim society now came to adopt the
Dsyehological routine of the Ancients who had felt
equally absolutist about themsclves and those
outside the pale of their civilization. Islam had
come to be perceived as the only adequate ex-
pression of full humunity; it emwbled the bu~
bariun; it was the first step in bri
the commonwenlth of men.* Whatever
of justification, the vitalistic function of this self-
appraisal in compensating for the loss of political
Schlagkraft is obvious, und 1o less obvious than the
temptation to restore by an islik, “restitutional
reform,” of the political community under &
divincly guided leader the bulunce between
power and inner worth, to repel the unbeliever,
expund the domain of the fuith now known to huve
become os woll the domuin of the highest foru of
societal living.

Such redress would mot preclude but rather
would enconrago and render secure that resump-
tion of large-scale contacts und commercial
exchunges with southwe i
of the hnttmurks of the time and to whose suceess
8 wero to owe not the least purt «nhm
mic strength. Onee uguin
much w further set of uptions but

mnumnu
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¢ from the contradicti
and opportun
ory or outward

“Fhe orthodox world, the world of Bughdid iy
crumbling: the *Abbiids belong to the pst; the
Fatimids are young; through them youth returns
Lo the empire that hus aged along with Time itself.
But Time gives itself in servitude to the new
dynnsty to be rejuvennted with it.STheimmobilism
of the orthodox tradition is nwl; it is about
to be overtnken by the ing élan of the
ndllenm(s of the truth, that full truth that had
Drowght 1o Jight by the Lord and through
Ah and was now being hrought to life through his
descendnnts, the Fitimids. The traditions compete;
Lut the option is not between relative freedom on
the side of the nygressor and suffocating drabness
on that of the incumbent. The freshiess comes not,
from the content of lhe Lrnhunn tobe esllbllshed
but from

The new cex the old only in the reme
that n more reeent book. by taking in what it
predecessors had 1o sy and by saying it more
Tucidly, more fully, und less subjeet 1o misunder-
standing, will displace them® Therefore, the
authenticated old must stand. As any other
Muslim prince could have d, the Fatimid
ruler of Egypt declared: “Wherens it is part of
our noble qualities to remove innovations and
obliterate their traces, prevent their confinunnce
and insist on prohibiting them,” it is incumbent
n him to see to it “that the ancient treaties
necorded to the Christians) be preserved” and
“40 guard those of the People of Proteetion who
are included in the zone of our kingdom and 5o to
treat them as to cover them with the cloak of
compassion and mercy.
ition, thus, is or means to be essentiully
recognition, construction, reconstruction, reform,

o

that the forcible rencwal of Islam arouses in the
converted. For the new order is no less absolutist.
than the old, it is, in fact, more stridently sure of
itself and of its right to be imposed on all those
who would truly be faithful. Esotericism on the
one hand and the living presence of a superhuman
guide and ruler, made for a measure of flexibil
the structure of the doctrine rendered it pervious
to the emanationist strain of ancient ph-loswhv,
the artifice of its insertion into Tslam invited
speculation and gave room Lo reason (o mancuvre
where in Sunnism tradition had ratified solutions

real in man, o that rationality that set him
apart from the beasts and enabled him to re-
cognize truth against all obfuscation and Lo spin
out and render explicit the subordinate insights
Iatent in revelation as represented by the imim,
the embodiment of the divinity, the active
intellect.

But the new truth is, in fact, the old. Truth
cannot, but be old; what makes it new s its
unveiling,
and error that over time have come to mark it, so
it may not only be scen again, but apprehended
and experienced i its unsullied wholeness and

h it may well be relurn to & state
that nover was even though it ought to huve
been-unless of course the manifestation of the
imam and his acceding to the power that was his
due had so altered the texture of things that what
once had been hidden and incapable of fulfillment
would now be allowed to mature to glorious
perfection.

So Ismi‘ilism obliged the believer to decide
between two truths, at least between two re-
]m:sznl.nl ions of the truth. of which only one could
d all to the great wger
nd Pascal were to speak.
vite 1o it, it was itself that
wager, and it claimed that it was winning the
stakes, that, in fact, it had already won.

Acceptance of the Jsmaili alterntive did not
necessarily entail & Lreak with the thought
processes of the greater community. Argument
from authority was retained; it y
mate authority that was replaced. The autonomy
of community consensus was subjected to limita-
tion by the higher certainty of the imam's devision;
in practice (as could porhaps not have Leen
foreseen) the permnent. minority status of the
Tsmi'ili, compelled by circumstances to renwin an
dlite, pmvmtod 100 much of an effective change
to oceur. More thoroughgoing, the community of

and his meaning, linked as he is, throngh an act of

and the wniverse in which He has chosen to make

Himself mnnifest.
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cultural vemined. The prior in tie
proserved its aura of the higher in rank and purer
in virue! ed 10 be confuscd with

i n

than in_ literature.
ve form



awt aneeeptuble only in forms strietly coord
Adub, wo rely once ng
b untrunslatable
style of life with one of

hic L
sensil

lity, o style of

would be impossible to nehieve, the rigime
confined itself to 2 s i at
court and and highest

n t
8 style of psycholagical analysis with an ::ppnrcnt
encyclopuedic rendiness to absorb reality which,
however, is ensily revenled s » desire of untho-
Togicul paring of selceted segments, adab, generous
only in word and imagery, reducing history to
snecdote and molif to serve as purveyor of clichés.
(but also, perhups preciscly because its teeth had
been pulled and it had Leen made to look con-
temporary, as o very effective vehicle of the
Traniun tradi -this adab as & force of perception
and transformation of any and all reality ws to
remain a3 & common grownd for the culturod of
any persuasion.® Wht had been with Djahiz the
instrument to master an all too rich outer world
had, burely s gencration later, become with Tbn

theological and legal training in the
teaching-mosque of al-Azhor. For another, in
transferring its nspiration from vision, utopin, and
yearning to the complicuted realities of Egypt
{and Syria), the Fitimids were not capable of
removing the antitheses, the problematical alter-
natives, and thereby of creating o climate in
which the virulence of options would abate.
in the scet, within the strata won over to the
regime, certain difficulties did indced appear
resolved; thus the altercation between (Helleniz-
sophy and (unti-philosophical) religion
ceased within Tsma‘llism when philosophy was
allowed to do the fullest possible ancillary service
in @ manner suggestive of genvine integration of

Qutaybu o techniq registering,

5 new
travel, Inter journeying into Asia and the European.
South-Enst-were admitted; but their very ad-
mission created o genre whose rules and whose
content soon beeame as binding on subsequent

s widened horizon had become the moment their
authors had risen to general recognition.! The
anchylosis thut had set in about the time the
Qarmatians hud come into the open was not to
be healed by the Fatimids.®? The prevalence of
adab was not to be challenged. The community of
style repaired breaches not otherwise to be
bridged, preserved contacts not otherwise to be
‘maintained. Neither side understood itself through
history ; neither side found its absolutism impeded
by the shacpencd self-pereeption springing from o
sense of history.” The past was in essence the
present. that hsd gone, the future (once the
"chunge of texture” had taken pluce) a long serics
of presenta~the past offered instruction preciscly
becnuse of the essentiul identity of its people wi

those wceking instruction today. Adab and living
in o world of the “now and always” maintained s

o Tslamic thinking, that is, as
Islam was understood by the régime. As far as
Egypt was concerned the nomad threat-onc can
ly speak of a nomad alternative limi

ed, it is true at the heavy expense of the Muslim
West. Religious fervour revived, at times excessiv-
ely, so, from the point of view of internal peace
and progress, repression of the non-lsmiili
together with forceful solicitation of adherence to
the doctrine of the rulers would oceur at intervals
after the conquering generation had passed away
but tend to repeat more rarely as the dynasty
entered on its fifth reign. In comparison, however,
with the naive fervor of Seljug Syria and the
aggrossive religious energy that hud animated the
Fatimid beginnings in North Afries und was to
renew itself (though for the most part under
different auspices) after the Crusaders had been
established in the Holy Land for some thirty or
forty years, the intrusiveness of the state religion
was rather restrained wnd the régime did not
atrive Lo consolidute by arousing fanaticisn wnd
then playing up to

Whot the Fatimids did in foct aceomplish in
terms of the problems o options whose removal

commiunauté des bui ighout Arab Islam
a0 intimuto it would not be disturbed by hute or

s would havo heen the last to clnim
0 had decided nll the options for
camo under their wway. For one thing,
the dynusty displayed u curioun indifference to

ringt s they must hne done that
an by their own b

had promised or secined to portend
may be deseribed under four (interconnceted)
hends:

(1) The takeover of the Fitimida in
bears o curious resemblunce to the
Revolution of 1688: n forcign manarcl. in
aned nt iy rate welcomed by un important section
of the without Blowdshed @
disiked g ipal - dividing e
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Detwe

s in Enghund we well
minationnl. 1 botl cuses o
proteucted period of “enbal” wnd comys acy
receiles and preparcs for the dynustic change and
i in Inrge measure brought to n close by occupution
(dethroncment) wndertaken from abrood. Histo-

cusy to puint to such differences an the cor
eal activity, both open and

in fuirly Turge-xende opera
govermment deriving, o convide
customa and ndditionn) economic and intellectual
benefits, important though lews ensily wpecificd,
from the very fact of their country’s central
position in_ international activity. The frequent
tensions obtaining with Byzantinm failed to curtail
cither exchanges of goods or the adoption of

which the (Ilsplnnd Stuarts were n\-lu to muster in
France and in Scotland for a time

“atylistic” Besides, the web of
intoretain hieh the rversin pawers ofthe astern
™

over against the absence of any significant move

and central
complex to allow any of them to sustain consistent

by & ne ing foreign
operational base for overthrowing the Fatimids.

(2) Self-assurance, prodded by the desire to
keep the initintive wherever possible, alloved
exploitation of the geo-polilical potential. The
disruption of the international trade route pnmn;
throngh Traq in of the

For all this, the cosmopolitanism of the Fitimida
oses nothing of ts level and guality. Rather docs
it leave the observer wondering why, outside
Derhaps of the Jewish community, those intense
contacts had so slight an cffect on the cultural
exception has been made for

of the caliphate gave Egypt an unsought opportun-
ity to become focus and entrepdl of the Indin (and
China) commerce. The rise of the first Italian
seafaring city-states led, as early ss 973, to
regolarized relations between Egypt and Amalf.
In 996, if not sooner. the Amalfitans have a house
as their trading center in Cairo. Various incidents
dnd the unpopularity of European merchnnts
notwithstanding, the connection with Ttaly and
(re-christianized) Sicily was never to break. In
1137 Roger ‘11, the patron of ldrisi, promised
Salerno to obtain for her the same *“most favoured
nation” treatment (i. e., & reducti ion of customs.
duties) in Alexandria thet the Sicilians enjoyed.
In 1143 o commercial treaty was concluded
betwoen Egypt and Roger—this listing of events to
serve merely as arbitrarily chosen markings.
Domination of the eastern Mediterranean would
‘s from the Fitimids to the Italians but Egypt's
openness fo internationnl exchanges was not
affected. Openness to trade did not, however.
entail openness to the trader, on whom restrictive
supervision continued throughout our period and
beyand; remarkeble, when viewed in conjunction
with subscquent times, the frequent prescnce in
Ttaly of Fitimid subjects. Egyptian control of
the Yemen, which was to outlast Fatimid rule, was.
mnde possible by the political aseendancy of the
Tsmiili in that country but it was sustained b

Eeyption interests which had essentiall ltle or
nothing to do with the religious affliation of the
governing classes in cither area, Under Fitimid
protection, at any ate wnimpeeded by their or any
ather contemporary and immedintcly followin
ségime, Jewish houses tied Tndin to North Afiica
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the stimulation adimitted from Byzantium.

(3) The charging of life with religious tension
and fervour, nt least in the circles belonging to o
mmcdiately affected by the regime, reached a
climax under the third Fatimid, al-Hakim (9
1021), and afterwards slowly decreased -a process
Ialted and even temporarily reversed under al-
Mustansir (1036-1094) but on the whele proving
beyond the man
leadership. The precise point when the exhaustion
of the baraka, “blessing,” began may be argued;
Hakim 1o doubt “used up” much more than his
due; the exodus of the extremi
the establishment of the Druze commun
favourable to do

y was

stic consolidation but did drain

off and compromised to some extent the “acral-
i i

between Nisiris nd Mustelans on Nostaner's
death one feels the barakn evaporating or, rather.
the specifically religious focus moving awdy with
the Nizariyya into northern Syria and Iran. The
official desacralization of rulership pronounced

en al-Hafiz was deposed as regent by the vizier
Abii “Ali Ahmad b. al-Afdal, nieknamed Kutayfit,
in 1131, which left the Fitimid régime on the
same spiritual plane as any other Muslim govern-
ment and wndercut. the special sense in which the
dynnsty hd been legitimate in ite own and its
adherents’ view, could not be recalled on the
resumption of power by al-Wifiz & few months
Inter, even though Hifiy
ddid insist on their legiting
el of the parallel step
Abmohad prinee, ol

2

who attempled to




ion of Thn
ine_ although revol
by his successor coukl wever be repaircd. The
prrallel may be carried over into relntive chron-
ology: between Hafi's nnnouncement and the
final deposition of the ids forty yeurs were
to clapse; the end of the Almohads, in 1209, came
thirty-nine years after Mu'min had severed hin
power fromits relgious foundation. * Less relevant
is the offinity between Fitimiyya and Mu‘turila
whose defent was consummated by the resurgence
of Sunnism in the twelfth century. Its decline
which had Leen scaled os early as the tenth,
influential latecomers like Zumakhshari (d. 1144)
not to the contrary, does not appar to have
affected standing and  self- of the

base precisely a8 Russia bas, on numerous
accusions, been compelled to put her interests s
bove her interests in the Comm
nal, and precisely like the Russion
the Fitimid régime bend every effort to keep the
double appuratus both coordinate and apart, with
the result that the “party organization” long
survived Fitimid rule on the Nile.

The F caliph was thus the apex of two
converging hicrarchics, the sect and the state, in
some ways comparuble with the position of Stel
in others, that of the Pope when the Papdl
State still existed as a major politicul reality, and
with that of the Byzantine emperor.ti But the
Fitimid ealiph hns one more property (and hence,
function) for which neither smlm nor the Papacy

Fitimids whose kinship with the Mutazila had
been noted by Mugaddasi (writing
the dynasty’s star had still been ri

(4) Within their domain the Fati
conspiracy undet control by

nor the B

a puralel He pastakes of the attributes of divinity.
He is descended from the Prophet through
Fitima; the quulity of imim has been transmitted
o him by o series of appointinents, nas, from

relation between the Fatimid state of Egypt and
the FAtimid branch of the IsmiTliyyn and its
other branches on the other, is strangely re-
miniscent of the relation between the Government.
of the USSR and the Communist Party, and the
Communist International (in its several forms as
Comintern, Cominform, etc.) and the Communist
Parties in the various countrics.

‘The life of Bgypt as a political community and
the life of the Tsmi'ili sect are integrated yot
separate. Without control of the state the sect
would not have been able to use Egypt openly a3
its operating basis or to enjoy that freedom
developing its organization and in making it as
effective abroad ns only backing by & great power
would permit. But the sect's structure did not
coincide with that of the state. Nor can the

Y
of Egypt. or of Egyptian held territory (Syria, the
Yemen, parts of North Africa, and the Hidjiz) be
identified as functionaries of the Egyption state.
Nevertheless it remains true that as the imim of
the Ismaili the ruler of Egypt did exercise o
considerable influcnce on the other Sevener
Movements and that he could hardly have done so
hout the meuns and the prestige his eontrol of
Egypt had given him. Resistance to him woa duc
8 much to intrascctarinn dispute o8 to the desire
for independence from Egypt, and in case of con-
Hict betweon the interests of the metro
country und the interntionnl seet. the
princes bl o ot for the interests of th

fother
of primogenitures. There is thus no power to whom
he could possibly be beholden, no humen eon-
temporary who would be his equal-not merely in
respect of rank but of substance. Faith, isldm, in
the Isma'ili view is incomplete withaut belief in
the im&m; without him the Musli
be neither correct nor perfe
Allih, the proof of Allih, on earth, that
his existence is and provides the testimony for
God's veracity in His Revelation.
He is the Guarantor of the Faith not merely in
the sense in which the Byzantine emperor is
believed to e chosen by the Lord and entrusted
with the protection of orthodoxy and the orthodox
Church, but in that more delicate and comprehens-
ive sense that his presence is both necessary and
sufficient evidence of the existence of God, of
His plan for the world, and of the supreme truth
of Islam (rightly understood). From the point of
view of the officinl (neo-Platonizing) philasop!
the imdm is the act al-fa"
the first emanation of the universal intellect, or
else the univeral intellect itself, and hence creator;
in less abatract terms, ho is the living emanation
of the godhead, Who, to the [smilil, is beyond

illimited; ho ot only muintuins but is the order

of tho world and of religion, which rale or funetion

iwTinenge will continue ta hokd wnd perforn to the
.

end of The person of the eali
hub of tho reli
uni of hiin bel

s thus the
dous, political, nnd intellectual
.« The state, bslam, the

e



Vottomless. emptiness must
ined after, Hify rejected for

i, i

ism is an intrinsie necersity entailing an
authoritative ordering of truth that, however,
eeause of the availability of decisive guidance
g imim,” was_sble o ov
immobilism that, the system would cffect, At the
sume time, the material content of the trath was
inately divulged. The higher
the grade of the initinte the more philosophical,
‘unspecific, pared to the structure would the truth
appear. Hard to maintain would be the distincti tion
Detween levels of verity and different ve
between different. vrities and a deprocatory
reflex evoked by the unreservedly nccess
segments and maskings of truth. The s
of which the adversaries accused the du'at (*'mis-
sionaries,” pl. of dd'i} may well have existed as a
realization that disguises have only pragmatic
value, are readily interchangeable, and that (he
lower formulations of truth as directed to the less
perfect had but instrumental importance.

J.L. Borges’ (born 1899) description of “Cmar
Khayyim may have been closer to tracing one of
the ingredients of the atmosphere in which the
Tan'ili leaders lived than |he Argentine writer
may ever have suspected. “He is an atheist, but is
well able to interpret in tlu orthodox manner the
‘most exacting passage of the Koran, since every
cultured man is a theologian, and since, in order
1o be one, faith is not indispensable.”" ¥ But
another ingredient is the unqualified fervour, the
immeasurable depth of the reverence felt for the
imim, and the absolute commitment to the
“cause,” to Ismi'ilism as such, to the quintessence
of revealed cerlainty, beyond hich no man can or
ever will reach. It has been observed that for the
Egyptians the imim wes less an object of veners
tion than for the foreign believer of whose reaction
we hare testimony from the hand of & leading
Persian da'i of the eleventh century with which
even we, after 50 many centuries, can empathize
without effort.

The ceremonial surrounding cvery public and
‘semi-public appearance of the imim reflects this
sense of swe before the supranatwral and is
designed 1o fortify and (0 preserve it. Less than
other sacred rulers did the Fatimid caliph fall
vietim ta the tendency o remove the all-too-holy,
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e dngeronsly potent from e pu-ne, or the

pussing Dis regnal
prisoner was to oceur more than onee. That it
could be avoided or overcume wi, howeves
nd circomstance ruther than (o the kystem

1o combine wniversal aspirations and the pre-
carionsness of minrity status, and hnd to necept
an element of aportheid which even their pancgy-
rists made no eflrt o coneeal. Or an clement of

o the manber of the. ndesretitle religiovs
wajority would feel superior as well as awed?
Where the Isma'ili Tbon Hini® the Andalusian

=

3) could sny (and be berated as blasphemer)
In this prince of the faithful in his awlience
hall

1 have recognized Inspiration and Revelation.

When he shows himself riding wnid his train

1 recognize among his pursuivants Gabriel—;

the ealiph had to acknowledge with benevolence

the ambivalent praise of ‘Umira al-Yamani
(Il‘l 173):

In gencrosity their decds are decds of the

Sunna

even thongh they differ with me in the creed

of the Slifa.®

a was carried forward in the

The Fati
ndescribably relig

the certainty that theirs was the mission to
establish the universal dominion of truth on
. that their imam was destined Lo be
ual as well 85 the secular
Translated into practical politics ¢
obligation to. fight aud conquer existing power
systems.? Their true legitimation was from God,
but to the outside, as yet untouched by the
insight of the initiates, a more “conventional”
macy hnd (o be maintained: the justification
of their wnisecrsal mission by descent from lsma'i,
the first-barn son of the sixth imnm, Dja‘far al-
Sidiq, recognized as imim by all, and throngh
him from both *Ali and Muhammad. This univer-
salism manifested itsclf on the politi
imperinlism; on the so

an the intellectual, as syneretism, ‘This triple

of e und the same y the koo fand,
as Bt stage, the Muslim) world is the true




prowsmeene
fundame

truth=which if wch must be etermal a purte ante
. 886 parle posl.

The Koraic revelation and Greek philosophy,
whatover thought motif would by with
the axiomatics of the Fitimiyya-Jsmi‘iliyyn have
its own verity confirmed, must or might with
justice be woven into the doctrinal system of the
initintes. ™ The outlook is prefigured in the words
of Suint Augustine: “The truo Christiun will
wherever ho finds it recoguize truth as belonging
to his Lord." s this to postulate the identity of
oll verity? Thie oncness of al-hil idal Or
i9 it to insist on the irrclevanc;
of the difforences between divergent
truth, between diverging truths themselves once
they are viewed with the cye of the initiute. 7%

‘The tolerance for the ncompatible
went s0 far as to legitimize an intense concern
with ustrology from which the location of the
present within the cyclical movem
universe and hence, within it, of history,
expected. The world evolves in cycles o time,

rence of events, the peri
n in Prophecy, the
empire. The study of the sturs was important &
iyn (89 to all the Lsmdili groups) on
epistemologicnl grounds as it provided » key to
the particulnrization of universal provess

rend off from the heavens the fute of the uging
political structures of the time, and in fact to
aacertain tho very dte when the luw of the cyele

‘dynnsty,” whoso
nevitable and

ed w

3
Spain, ‘Abbisida in Bughdad, and Christions
wherever, but fir of all in Byznativm,

Aw little an tho Calvinists wera venlered in
un little were the

o veritable root of Uheir
v helped into secolur
e the

religiowm exprerics
communal exint
feaization by

s,

That much of this

determinntion Lo stimmlate the djikid, “holy war,
wgninst them was ono of the motive forces that
secured for them populur ncclni
be unde

and response,
ed especially in view of their

tion, to use to best udvantage of dynnsty, sect,
ond state-if the three may, from the Fitimid
it of view, b separated-preciscly their
Christinn (and Jewish) subjects. Nor must we be
misked by their unti-Byzantine pronouneements,
bucked up though they were with frequent
hostilities, into overlooking the unhesituting m
ner in which the Fitimids Uorrowed, to mention
merely one significunt cull,nrnl -politicul ares, from
Byrantine court cerem
The Arab «m]lllunls seems to conflict with the
imige the Assassins and their Is lescendants
have created in the Western and perhaps also in
the uverage Muslim mind. But this imoge is
anachronistie, induced and fortified s i
hold the later Nizdriyya obtuined on the imagina-
tion of the contemporaries of both faiths. In
nomenclature, at
Fitimids identified v
mission of non-Arab influcnces noty
i Arab elements in Mus
“Their tidj, not n crown on the Persian nor a dindem
on the Hellenistic modcl is o pecaliarly rolled
by the expressions
mly rolling,” which carry
the shaddat al-wagir deriving
hich has the turban stand for
wjesty, or dignity, for the Muslim and glory

and power for the Arab." 3
Consistent with their universalism and clearly
in uccordanco with the older Muslim concept, the
Fitimids’ Insting suceess and perhaps already their
over the Bgypt of the Ikhshidids was
bused on their ability to build and mai
pluralistic community, wnless it be more uce uu\ln
Lo wpenk of & pluralism of communities wader ono
wistration. A distinetion is in onder. Tho
military stsength of the dynusty ronsisted in
vy of “wioal” weny groups-Neber, Negro
(Znndj), Armeninn, . The lack of
il . tho rivalries mnong these geoups
dva wenknews of the dynssty which

ol only for setivly short i o
bl

“ralling of mujesty™or

the sume men
from the fadith

cumequent allinee bebween s mtionlistic ol un

oo Ittt
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e
o o avinato through the
o temion accasiomlly neu-

machinery, with indigenous and Iurgely Sunni
Muslime in the judiciary, and indigenous and

Jargely Christian officials in the financial and

clerical bureaux, is by no mexns distinctive of the

Fitimid regime, and the dynasty handled its

problems no betler and no worse than did other

regimes in the dir al-Jslim. Where the Filnmdl
1 their

= Phe govern
i ted in anather documen,
teon yours Tefore the
dethroning of the dynusty. “Wherens it is our

ion that we ought to spread out the clank of

o8,
al-umam al-mutaghiyira, and comprise Muslima
ond non-Muslims in mensures aiming at the
improvement of conditions, wa-shuml al-milli
wa'l-dkimmi bi-md yugliby minkum ol-ahwil, and
at fulfilling all that they can lmpu for in the way
of restfulness and safety ...

] lnrltn.uou" of Christians in the high levels of

the Sunni majority and because of their md-m-
ence to the nature of religious deviation from their
own beliefs, was in the treatment of the ahl al-kitab,
“peaple whose religion is bascd on @ revealed
book,” which, at the time of the Falimids' arrival,
one has to cnvision os sizable communitics (the
Christians presumably still constitnting s majority
or just beginning to lose this status). The educated
Jew was bilingual, speaking Arabic and Hebrow;
the internationalism of Egyptian Jewry was
conspicuous; effective contacts, almost amounting
to a symbiosis, extended through Palestine into
Traq and through North Africa into Spain. The
uneducated (}Imxtm\. especially of the rural
districts, spoke Coptic; the population in Cairo and
Fustit and the intelligentsia had beeome Arabic-
jzed but in large mcasure still preserved the in-
herited tongue.

The internal life of the communities was intense
and relatively little interfered with. Unless

* pressured by its Sunni subjects, the government
tended to favor the dhivmi as an influcntial yet
‘politically innocuous class with the by-results that
assimilation progressed rapidly and that, given the

prosperity of most of the Fatimid age and the

decline of the Jewish communities in Spain and

North Africs, Egypt became the eentre of infellec-

of cultural superiority over West and North that
was characteristic of the Muslim sclf-view of the
times. Even allowing for the rhetoric customary in
official documents this passage in o decree of
Hifiy retains its significance as & declarntion of

hop of Mount
Sinai s living there, reported
that they enjoyed safety in the shadow of the
Hiigian empire, and lived quietly in the sha
of its juslice; and that they gloried in leing
contemporarien of that empire and felt honoured
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not excluding the vizierate, ex-
cecded the customary, although it must be admitted
that kome of the Fatimids® contemporaries in the
Enst such as “Adud al-Dawle and after him, the
Seljugs, also entrusted Christians with the office
of vicier. A theorist such as Miwardi admits the
legality of a dhimmi, lit. “one of the people o‘(hr
covenant (of protection)”, becoming
i executive offcer striclo scnsu, h.u
not wazir aldafcid, the ruler's alter ego ond
plenipotentiary. This position was not wndisputed,
Sayrafi (d. 1147), the
cery, denies a dhinen the right o rise t0 the
i al-rasd'il
arily because a dhimmis sincerity and lmnh\

to his Muslim master cannot be relied upon. A~ n
rule, a Christiun or a Jexs who was to be appoint e
vizier in the full sense of the word would have
converted to Islam so his nomination would be
technically unobjectionable. The only exception is
the Armenian Bahrim who wnder Hfiz. nud
hence during the “desacralized” period of Fitimid
role, became wazir alsayf, lit. “vizier of the
sword,” (1135-1133) and who slong with hi
brother whom he named governor of Qs retained
his religion to the end of his life (1140).

1t must be conceded that Baheim’s assumption
of the vizierate caused rather serious ritual
difficlties in view of the part the visier had
traditionally to play in functions involving
presence in the mosque ete31 1t deserves notice
that not only ws & solution of these problems of
cliguette found almost immedintely but that
Bahrim exercised his funetion with the surname of
Suyf al-Islam. (His, incidentally, is not the anly
instance when @ Christian was nwarded @ lagnd
& the word al-lslim.)
3t wonld not be corrcet to claim that in response
10 favoured treatument Jews and Copts went throngh
a phase of intense intellectunl productivity. The




seme of Maimonides full< wnde
the so-called Coptic 1

the Ayyibids and
Renaissanee, too, follows
tolden Age” of the
Fatimids. But of at kast cqual symplomati
significanc is the documentation of Ch
assurance and community pride with which we
meet during the Fitimid conturics, and not in
Egypt lone, 8 mood that waned only after the
ambiguous position of same of the Christinn
communities during the Mongol advanco had
radically changed Mustim attitudes.

Tn the introduction to a Coptic Voeabulary Al
Ishiq Tbn al"Assil (d. cn. 1200) snys: (Praise be
to God for) He hus placed Coptic above all other
non-Arab tongues, a saying matehed by Bor
Hebraeus (d.1282) who in the Proface to his
Relibi de-§embé thunks the Lord for having led
him to the Christian, Syriac Innguuge, kaldayati.
To round out these quotations with one from
Upper Mesopotamin refercnce may be made to the
conspicuous self-estecm (that. seeims to have sut
well with an equally

ruling group will on oceasion have to fall in with
popular unimosities or even sueewmb to their
ngiousness it is only with the accession to
unchecked power of the mujority (through what-
cever technical means) that the situation of the
minority becomes so edgy and their -mplll‘cd
participation in public life so irrevocubly eurta
by the permanent threat of an oppression lq,-hm
fzed in terms of current assumptions by the weight
of numbers and the removal of community walls
as to disrupt the unity of the state. One num
fact must be remembered when the |)I||ml
soclety of Kitimid Egypt is apprais
ing, though generally truc, how litle the m!md
groups or communitics nctually tend to expect, let
alane demnnd, of the grea commnunity, and how
little detached, let alone benevolent, non-inter-
ference is required to win their acceptance of &
disadvantaged position and bring about, under
otherwise favorable circumstances, their economic
and cultura fovering.

Fgyptwo:

of auch Syrinc.speaking monks as Rabban Yisel
Busniya who experiences miracles huppening in
his own time as greater than those brought about
through Elias as recorded
greater the isolat
surrounding Muslim tmma the more intact this
self-confidence seems to have remained# The
important part played by Ch
ministration os well as the si
& basis for internol and “international” connection
ond linking of has already been

in 3 Kings.4 The

By

a solidly eonstructed state, reasanably safe from
foreign invasion, rather less subject to erises of
violence than Traq or Persia, although somewhat
more vulnerable to famine, famine-induced pest-
flence, and famine-induced excitability and mob
actidn. With the means at the disposal of any
Egyptian government down to modern times the
prevention of food criscs was ncither possible nor
to be expeeted-nor could the prosperous foreign
trade foestal o signifcanly ally them To the

discussed; so mere mention of the role of the
Slil/anm of official language in provi .
“mortar” snd @ countcrweight to the inevituble
isolationiam of the communitics for the life of the
Fatimi suffice In emphasizing the
advantageous position of the dhimmi communitics
under must not be
ereated that, the period was thout interdenor
minational frictions, without (in terms of the
#harfa) unwarranted discrimination, without per-
secutions, and, more important, without that
sense of separateness that is accompanied on both
#ides by one of intrinsic ranking of the respective
social pyramids and by ercation of tho illusion that
the lowliest Muslim in in & non-materinl way still
Shove the wealthiest nd most powerful Cris
or Jew, an illusion that ity when

Fatimid Egypt w L
in muny eyu .wspcel o!
consp & centre in every
sense of the word, bold in its outreach into Europe
and toward India, in the judgment of Mugnddusi
{in 985) the greatest intcllectual copital of Islam
clearly surpassing Bughdid.® And yet, o com-
parative tabulation of pocts and writers, historians
and scientists of Syrin and Traq on the one hand,
and of Kgypt on the other, would show the
mids fur less endowed than the shifting
dynnstics of the Enst. Under the conditions then
prevailing the artistic accomplishments required
steady finnncinl support, both public and private,
and were perfected by musters who typically
remainod anonymous. Tho achicvements of arts,

fis, and arelitecture would seem to have been

the latent power threat is taken into uccount. Tn
the mid-Eastern situntion minorities tend to fure
Best. under fule, be this rule one of
power. Although the

[



itis warthy of notice that his ifluenee doe ot
pended by the pol
1y but. guite 10 the contrary,
exeried its greatest force during the period of itw
ing nnd, in complete detachment from ita

ce, nfm nu deposition. Withal we

Tty ? Dock

pistration wnd eultural prodk
nd ol il
denvour or only
those where, s with architeeture, nehievement
depends aleo on opportunity provided by large
expendituren? How do standurd of living and

public wealth

that an era
Progressivenoss and,

improved alimentution w
less crentive, less lnstingly infiuential in the cul-
tural orbit than the Mamlak period with its rarely

in the lust analysis,

subsiding civil discord, its cultural alienation
betuween rulers and ruled, wnd incrensing fi
stringeney besides.

Tmpressed though they were with the Fitimi

plains that the conguest of Egypt by

, “Magrebis,” has chang
for the worse: \\'hem villages had flourished before
their takeover now only ruins and abandoned
debris were to e found.4 In another passage, !
Jon Hawgal specifically aceuses “the accursed
Abii 'l-Faradj b. Killis,” al-"Aziz's vizier, a convert
from Judaism, of having ruined the prosperous
textile industry and the export of textiles by un-
just imposts and exactions. (Since this industry
continued to be of great importance throughout
the Fatimid period and beyond we may suspect
Ton Havwgal of having overstated the case against
the vexatious vizier.) To the extent that adab
infltrated history and geography we may not
readily trust figures (of mosques, baths, inhabi
‘ants) considering that in udab litcrature figures are
used as symbols and for emphasis and 1
‘besides, the later author is inclined to take over
the data from his authorities without controlling
ther against the realities of his own time. It is
only through carcful scarch and collecting of
detail* that the deficit of our sonrces can be
overcome (at least partially).

However this may be we are inescapably faced
with this problem: How did it come about that in
. s Egypt by and j
under the Fatimids, creativencss failed to respond
in the measure that various widely accepted
theories or assumptions would lend one to expeet?
How, to the contrary, do we account for the con-
siderably greater (or, more widely spread in terma
of ureas of cultursl sclf-realization) erentivity
displayed by obviously Tess well governed regions
in about fhe sume time? What relation i (here
altogether between “good” govermment ind “good”
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cultural coordinnte? How does politi-
«cal strength abrood and at home affcct cultural
effort? In the case of the Falimids and their
‘successors it is demonstrable that politieal strength
(abrond and, sccondurily, at home) and mercantile
Prosperity connected, for the decline of the sea
trade from the fourteenth contury onward un-
doubtedly corroded every aspeet of Mamlik life.
Is there & significant difference betweon social
Jeace (or dissension) and peace (or war) abroad in
their influence on culture?

It would seem that under medieval conditions,
ot least, foreign wars had no deleterious cflect,
keeping in mind that invasions by forcigners are
obviously a different matter. In fact, this o
tion may be ill taken for, with certain qualifica-
tions, war and not peace was the normal state.
Whichever the lugol-historical view, for the
collectivity (to avoid the term “mankind” which
was not an instrument of thought at that time)
the lowg range productivity of ultimate tenion
would then, as now, outweigh suffering and loss
unless destruction became “total” or “genocidal.”
It can hardly be maintained that the almost
constant state of war in which Athens lived during
her grest age damaged her cultural realizations
although in the end it deprived her of the means.
to complete the Parthenon; nor can it be held
that the good government and highly competent
administration of the Roman Empire in the second
century A. D.accomplished more than a rapidly
fading "Silver Ay

The skein of problems thickens as illustrations
rise above the threshold. In arresting their troin
tl\(- ancient saying of the Rabbis may be invoked

ifi “The work is not for thee alone to
ﬁms but thou art not free to desist from it."4*
So it eannot be my intention to propose solutions,
however tentative, on & world historieal or global
plane. But reverting to the Fitimids
believe, be stated that their political and cultural
success was due to their wnnsunl eapability to
utilize to best advantage for their period and
‘perhaps altogether all the groups. clusses, communs
ities of their Egypt regardless of race or cree
et without betting the reins sl from their hands.
withont letting their policies Lo directed by the
aggressively divergent leanings of the groupings




to which they responded by tying their self-
interest 1o the selfinterest of the d
through iL, 1o that of the country. They may not
have treated all ulike und as equals one with the
other but they dealt with them equitably s
equity wns then understood. To this the protests of
restricted overprivilege bear witness.

That no creative genius was born in their time,
that they had no opportunity to uct us patrons to
an Tbn Khalddn or an Abd Tammim, cun merely
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LA SITUATION
ECONOMIQUE DU CAIRE
ET SES RELATIONS
EXTERIEURES AU TEMPS
DES FATIMIDES
(RESUME)

SLIMANE MOSTAFA ZBISS

timides en guittant Kairousn pour lo
ls venaient e fonder, introduisirent sur
Ie sol égyptien une quantité de richesses énornes,
presque.colossules. Nous savons, en offt, que
pendint les rois quarts de s

I avuient

joints aux trésors lissds par leurs prédécesseurs,
les Tkhshidides, et joints sux ressources intaris.
subles fournies par les multiples communautds
vivant dens infinité des territoires du monde

chiite, donnsient & I'état fatimide, sur le plan
économique, des fondcmenlu d'une solidité A toute

Liénumération dea possessions des princes et des
princesses, la simple mention des ob]ctc donnés ou
regus en préscnts, laissent réveur; bijoux, picrre-
ties, étoffes précieuses, objets produits par les
artistes et les srtisans les plus experts: broderie,
niellage, marqueterie, ciselure etc. ..., tout cels
supposait Vexistence de structures économiques
fort, prospéres, un srtisanst tris évolué, un
commerce intérieur et extérieur trés actif et des
ressources agricoles trés abondantes.

Artisanat évolué, certes, celui du Caire Filimide
le fut éminemment. Capitale nouvelle, su eceur
méme du Proche-Orient, Ia nouvelle cité vit affluer
dans ses murs, outre les artisans locaux du proche
Fustit, ceux d'Afrique, de Syrie, d'Irag et méme
de Byzance. Les matieres premitres les plus
diverses et les plus rares lui vensient par voie de
terre et par voie de mer de I'Occident Musulman,
de I'Occident Chrétien, des pays slaves et de
Russie. Le Sud et I'Extrémo-Orient ne laissaient
pas de déverser dans ses dépots les quantités les
plus sbondantes des produits les plus rercs:
‘pierres ct bois précieux, or, ivoire ete.
porcimonie avec laquelle lui parven
curopéen, bon pour les constructions navales,
Caire disposait d'une flotte commerciale, tous les
jours plus nombreuse, rapportant des contrécs
lointaines le matériou nécessaire & ses menufac-
tures, et en redistribusnt 3 'infini les produits do

nat.
agriculture, tributairo du Nil, fut favoriste
‘par la fortune des princes qui surent Femployer &
maltiplier les canaux d'irrigation ct les barruges,
augmentant, sinsi, dans des proportions énormes,
le volume dos surfices cultivées.

Une telle prospérité dcanomique devait dgale:
mont supposer dex rapports suivis avee le monde
extérieur et, surtout, des rupports prisibles. En

[




ombreus. furent ey (rai ercinux
pur e Cire avee les pnys vuropen of
"8 Paye ol tramsituient den richessgs
Senant de tousles orizons, ITgypta hetergeait
o nombreuscs colonies trangtres qui y draen
installen & demenre pour un négocefort factyony.
Génain, Pivans ot Venitiens avaient ingi dexcel.
Jentes raisons densctenis avee Tes autorii gy

c

Université de Tunis

an

Ciro s meillewren relation
subidieement, cela leur ouvea
portes de Jérusalem.

Ja prosyérité du Cire filimide, ain gue son
ouverlure sur le monde extérieur, tout cely doyait
survivre jusqu'd nos jours et devait contribuer &
faire o 'Egypte moderne un pays importan;.

dutant que,
lurgement, les




